
Denver is Tops for Business, 

and for your Advertising 

Dollars!



Colorado is a Top State for Business

Colorado consistently ranks among the top places to live and to succeed in 

business! Check out these recent national rankings and see what other people think 

about Colorado.

• Best City for Entrepreneurs (Denver):  Entrepreneur Magazine 1st

• Best Locations for Business  ( Denver):  MarketWatch 3rd

• Best States For Business: Forbes Magazine 6th

• Venture Capital per Capita: Beacon Hill State Competitiveness 3rd

• Entrepreneurial Activity: ITIF New Economy Index 2nd

• Patents per 1,000 Workers: ITIF New Economy Index 2nd

• Best Place to Live and Launch (a Business):     CNN Money 7th

• Fortune 500 Companies Headquarters: Fortune Magazine 10th

• Most Preferred State to Live in: The Harris Poll 4th

• % of Adults in the Labor Force: U.S. Census Bureau 5th

• Science and Engineering Degrees per Capita:

Beacon Hill State Competitiveness 5th

• Per Capita Income: Bureau of Economic Analysis 10th

• Most Wired American Cities (Denver):    Forbes Magazine 8th



2008 New State Economy Index

• Colorado ranked 10th among the 50 states in 

the “2008 New State Economy Index,” an 

analysis released by the Information 

Technology and Innovation Foundation.  

Colorado received particularly high scores for 

the criteria measuring workforce education, 

IPOs, venture capital investment, and high-

tech jobs.

Source:  Metro Denver Economic Development Corp., Jan. 2009.



The Denver Market Ranks High for 

Income and Education

• Denver continues to be one of the most affluent 
and educated markets in the country

– Denver is THE most educated market in the country 
–66% of adults have a college education

– Denver is the third-most white collar market among 
the Top 20 markets

– Metro Denver is one of the top Baby-Boomer 
markets in the nation - nearly 40% of our adults are 
ages 40-59, and their average income is over 
$90,000

– Colorado average income ranks 12th, and the metro 
area ranks 7th in $50,000+ households

Source:  2008 Multi-Market/2008 Denver Scarborough Reports
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.Denver is a Newspaper Town

Denverôs affluent, educated population are 

newspaper readers.  Denver has the 2nd highest 

penetration of daily newspaper readers in the 

country.  

Daily Newspaper Penetration
(% of Households who Buy a Paper)

#1 Long Island (Newsday):  36.5%

#2 Denver 33.4%       
#3 Washington:  29.5%

#4 Seattle:  28.6%

#5 Cleveland:  25.8%

Sunday Newspaper Penetration
(% of Households who Buy a Paper)

#1 St. Louis:  42.9%

#2 Long Island (Newsday):  42.1%

#3 Denver 41.5% 
#4 Washington:  40.0%

#5 Minneapolis:  35.2%

Numbers are based on Denver Post and Rocky Mountain News

circulation as of September 30, 2008.   

All News subscribers were converted to Post subscribers on 

February 28, 2009.  New circulation data reflecting market changes 

will be released as available.



Denver Continues to Outperform the 

Nation in Economic Activity

Economist Patricia Silverstein predicts Colorado’s economy will hold up 

better this year than the rest of the nation’s…



Metro Denver Home Prices Fall Less 

Than Anywhere in the Nation

• Denver fared better than any other metro area in the 

U.S. in 2008 in home price declines.

• Denver’s 4% drop during the 12-month period ending 

in December was the smallest decline of the 20 

metropolitan areas tracked in the S&P/Case-Shiller 

Home Prices Indices released February 24.

• Overall, the 20 cities fell by an average 18.5%.



Denver Ranks High in Quality of Life

• 1st Lowest Obesity Rate 

(CO Department of Public Health) 1st

• Thinnest State 

(Source: American Cancer Society) 1st

• Fittest City in America (Denver) 

(Source: Men's Fitness Magazine) 5th

• Best Parks and Recreation 

(Source: National Assn. of State Park Directors) 6th

• Lowest Prevalence of Air Pollution

(Source: Corporation for Enterprise Development) 1st

• Best Places to Live (Denver) 

(Source: Sperlings) 2nd

• Cleanest Cities in America (Denver) 

(Source: Reader's Digest) 6th



Everyone Wants to Live Here!

• A Pew Research poll released 

Jan. 29, 2009, ranked Denver as 

the #1 favorite city in the 

United States.  

• More people would like to live 

in Denver than any other, 

including  San Diego, Seattle, 

Orlando, San Francisco, 

Phoenix, or Portland .

• The survey was part of a larger 

project tracking when, where 

and why people move.


